
From: Representative Don Parsons 

Legislation approved by the Georgia House on Day 20 – February 11, 2016 

 

HB 193, Sponsored by: Rep. Carl Rogers, provides that no insurer shall penalize an agent 

for advising a policy holder of the living benefits contained in a life insurance 

policy. This legislation can be thought of as a "life insurance agent protection act" as 

there have been cases in Georgia where a life insurance company has retaliated against 

an agent for simply providing a policy holder information on the policy's benefits. 

 

HB 219, Sponsored by: Rep. Jeff Jones adds pools operated by a condominium, townhome or 

timeshare to the list of private pools exempted from health inspection by the state 

Department of Health. This bill also allows condominium association pools to opt out of 

local regulation by county health departments, 

provided that they give written notice to the department and county board of health of 

their intention to opt out annually. Many county health departments maintain inspection 

jurisdiction over condominium pools pursuant to local ordinance. Should a condo pool opt 

out of local regulation, a resident member, or owner would be allowed to request an 

inspection of the pool by the health department at any time, and the report would be 

transmitted to both the pool owner and requesting party. Any private pool exempted from 

inspection by law would be able to request such an inspection. For reference, current law 

exempts only pools in apartment complexes, subdivisions, and country clubs from 

inspection. 

 

HB 769, Sponsored by: Rep. Lee Hawkins, permanently exempts watercraft held in inventory 

by a dealer for sale or resale from ad valorem taxation by removing the sunset 

provision set to expire on December 31, 2019. This bill seeks to teat watercraft in manner 

similar to automobiles - if these vehicles are simply held in inventory, they should not 

be taxed. 

 

HB 811, Sponsored by: Rep. Bruce Williamson, extensively updates the Code section relating 

to regulation of banks, trust companies, credit unions, the mortgage industry, money 

service businesses, and merchant acquirer1imfed purpose banks. Among its provisions, HB811 

removes references to "building and loan associations,, as those charters no longer exist, 

recognizes federal preemption regarding approval of branches for out-of-state banks and 

national banks, provides for corporate governance and merger provisions for merchant 

acquirer limited purpose banks, and removes the reserve requirement for state-chartered 

banks and credit unions with federal deposit insurance as the reserve requirement is set 

by federal law. In addition, HB 811 defines virtual currency and provides that money 

transmitters or sellers of payment instrument that transmit virtual currency are 

governed by the money service business law sand authorizes the Department to enact 

unique regulations for these entities. Finally, this bill establishes the grounds for 

which a members of the board of directors of a credit union can be removed or suspended. 



 

HB 821, Sponsored by: Rep. Al Williams, entitled the *Military Spouses and Veterans 

Licensure Act," HB 821 seeks to ease the process by which military spouses and 

transitioning service members can obtain a professional license. Specifically, HB 821 

requires that, no later than JuIy l, 2017, each professional licensing board adopt rules 

and regulations for a process to provide temporary licenses, licenses by endorsement 

and/or expedited licenses for military spouses and service members. Licensing boards are 

permitted to issue a license should the applicant hold a license from a state with 

training experience, and testing requirements similar to the state of Georgia's or should 

the applicant have obtained experience, certification, or training while in the military. 

 

HB 822, Sponsored by: Rep. Christian Coomer, revises the definition under the energy used 

in agriculture tax exemption by updating the obsolete reference to prepaid "state tax to 

prepaid tax. This is specifically clarifying that the energy used in agriculture 

exemption does not apply to motor fuel as we no longer have a prepaid state tax on fuels 

in the wake of HB 170. 

 

HR 1198, Sponsored by: Rep. Lynn Smith encourages the Environmental Protection Division 

(EPD) to review its current regulations regarding aquifer storage and recovery to ensure 

they are sufficient and to revise those rules if necessary. EPD is urged to report its 

review to the Board of the Department of Natural Resources no later than June 30,2017. 

 

Entitled the "Pastor Protection Act," HB 757, Sponsored by: Rep. kevin Tanner codifies our 

state's strongly held belief in the rights of conscience for religious leaders and 

protects our ministers and other religious practitioners from having to perform marriage 

ceremonies in violation of his or her religious faith. This legislation also protects 

private businesses from being compelled - by city, county or other government ordinance 

- to operate on a day of worship. Furthermore, HB 757 exempts religious organizations 

from being required to rent, lease, or otherwise permit the use of their facilities for 

events that are inconsistent with the church's religious doctrine. 

 

 

 

 


