
From: Representative Don Parsons 

Legislation Passed by the Georgia House on Day 25 – February 22, 2016 

HB 763, sponsored by Rep. Penny Houston, provides a sales and use tax exemption for 

nearly-expired food to companies that donate such food to food banks. Under current law, 

the food would not be taxed if it was thrown away, but it would be subject to sales and 

use tax if donated in bulk to a food bank shortly before expiration. The bill has a 

sunset provision ending in 2021. 

HB 784, sponsored by Rep. John Carson, clarifies the prohibition of gifts from insurance 

agents to their current or prospective clients. It allows a gift, not to exceed $50.00 per 

year, for promotional purposes. The gift cannot be contingent upon the purchase of a 

policy or other product. 

HB 808, sponsored by Rep. Wendell Willard, creates a selection process for the Judicial 

Qualifications Commission (JQC) and revises its membership. Of the seven members, two 

judges of any court of record are selected by the Supreme Court and the five additional 

members must be members of the State Bar of Georgia with at least ten years active 

status. The Governor will make three appointments, one of which shall be an attorney and 

the other two non-attorneys; and the Speaker of the House and President of the Senate 

will each have one appointment. The commission may adopt procedures for its own 

governance which are not otherwise provided by the State Constitution. The bill removes 

the exemption from open meeting requirements for the commission’s meetings. The 

companion legislation that provides the amendment to the State Constitution is HR 1113. 

HB 831 – known as the “Protecting Guardsmen’s Employment Act” –, sponsored by Rep. John 

Pezold, includes all other armed forces reserve components under the existing 

reemployment protections extended to the Georgia National Guard for civilian 

reemployment after being discharged from active service. 

HB 859, sponsored by Rep. Rick Jasperse, amends Code relating to carrying weapons within 

a school safety zone to allow Georgia firearms license holders to keep their weapon on 

their person while in or on any building or real property owned by or leased to any 

technical school, vocational school, college, university, or other institution of 

postsecondary education. This exception will not apply to buildings or property used for 

athletic events or student housing including sorority and fraternity houses and only 

applies to the carrying of handguns which are concealed. 

HB 903, sponsored by Rep. Brian Strickland, aims to assist in identifying fraud in 

employer earnings reported to the Unemployment Trust Fund as well as in identifying 

instances where employers misclassify employees in order to avoid trust fund compliance. 

Specifically, this bill allows for cross-referencing information across state departments 

to enhance the financial accountability of the Unemployment Trust Fund. This bill allows 

the Commissioner of the Department of Labor (or his authorized representative) to verify 

certain information with the Commissioner of the Department of Revenue (DOR). 



Specifically, the Commissioner of Labor may ask the DOR to verify that individual 

earnings reported to the Department of Labor match or differ from those submitted to the 

Department of Revenue. The Commissioner of Labor may also ask DOR to verify the number 

of employees reported by an employer to DOR for tax withholding purposes. 

HB 904, sponsored by Rep. Brian Strickland, revises the repeal dates for the Code sections 

addressing employers’ contribution to the Unemployment Trust Fund and modifies the 

division of the employer’s contribution between the Unemployment Trust Fund and the 

Administrative Assessment. Specifically, this bill decreases the percentage of funds 

previously put toward “administrative assessment” and redirects those funds to the actual 

Unemployment Trust Fund. The higher administrative assessment helped with paying 

interest on federal monies borrowed during the recession for the depleted Unemployment 

Trust Fund. 

HB 910, sponsored by Rep. Spencer Frye, amends O.C.G.A 31-33-3, relating to costs of 

copying and mailing health records and patient's rights as to records, by expanding this 

Code section to apply to psychiatric, psychological, and other mental health records of a 

patient. This legislation standardizes the price that can be charged for medical records 

and adds the price for copies of psychiatric, psychological, and other mental health 

records into the existing code section providing for pricing of medical records copies. 

Mental health agencies are in agreement with a standardized copy fee. 

HB 965 – the Honorable Jimmy Carter Cancer Treatment Access Act –, sponsored by Rep. 

Mike Brockway, provides that no health plan issued in Georgia that directly or 

indirectly covers the treatment for stage four advanced, metastatic cancer will deny 

coverage for a FDA-approved prescription drug because a patient does not have a previous 

history of failing to respond to initial cancer treatment medications. Currently, some 

insurance companies require that a patient follow a certain protocol for cancer 

medication whereby they must fail primary drugs before coverage begins for additional 

treatments. This legislation provides that, should a doctor recommend an advanced cancer 

treatment drug for a patient with stage four advanced, metastatic cancer, the patient 

will not have had to have taken and failed previous cancer drugs. For reference, 

“metastatic” refers to cancer that has spread from the primary site to other places in 

the body. 

HR 1113, sponsored by Rep. Wendell Willard, provides the ballot question to amend the 

Georgia Constitution by abolishing the existing Judicial Qualifications Commission (JQC) 

effective December 31, 2016 in order for the General Assembly to create and provide by 

general law for the composition, manner of appointment and governance of a new JQC. 


